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  I	
  can	
  explain	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  
family,	
  labor	
  specializaAon	
  and	
  

regional	
  commerce	
  in	
  West	
  Africa.	
  



West	
  African	
  Culture	
  and	
  Daily	
  Life	
  
You	
  will	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  daily	
  life,	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  
the	
  economy	
  and	
  oral	
  tradiAon	
  in	
  early	
  West	
  Africa.	
  
	
  
Create	
  the	
  chart	
  and	
  write	
  notes	
  on	
  the	
  following	
  topics	
  

Village	
  Life	
  in	
  West	
  
Africa	
  
	
  

Trade	
  and	
  regional	
  
commerce	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



ESSENTIAL	
  QUESTION	
  

• What	
  role	
  did	
  families	
  play	
  
in	
  West	
  African	
  society?	
  
	
  	
  
– Read	
  p.	
  382	
  Early	
  Peoples’	
  Way	
  of	
  Life	
  



Importance	
  of	
  Family	
  

•  Typical West African family 
includes extended family.  

•  Every person was loyal & had 
a specific job. 

•  Many West Africans believed 
their ancestors’ spirits stayed 
around.   

•  They also believed things in 
nature has spirits, called 
animism.   



Early	
  Peoples’	
  Way	
  of	
  Life	
  

•  Who	
  made	
  up	
  the	
  
extended	
  family?	
  

•  How	
  are	
  the	
  
families	
  of	
  Africa	
  
similar	
  to	
  families	
  
in	
  the	
  US?	
  

•  How	
  are	
  they	
  
different?	
  

•  See	
  page	
  382	
  



I.	
  Village	
  Life	
  West	
  Africa	
  
•  300	
  –	
  1500	
  powerful	
  empires	
  controlled	
  

much	
  of	
  West	
  Africa.	
  
•  Daily	
  life	
  separate	
  from	
  government.	
  
•  Most	
  people	
  dealt	
  with	
  rulers	
  during	
  court	
  

cases	
  and	
  taxes.	
  
•  	
  Family	
  rela?onships	
  	
  were	
  very	
  important	
  

•  Kinship	
  groups	
  formed	
  the	
  
government	
  of	
  many	
  -­‐	
  Each	
  equal	
  in	
  
power	
  

•  Council	
  of	
  kinship	
  groups’	
  elders	
  made	
  
decision.	
  

•  Kinship	
  groups	
  with	
  a	
  common	
  
ancestor	
  formed	
  larger	
  groups	
  or	
  
clans.	
  	
  



Work	
  



II.	
  Trade	
  and	
  Regional	
  Commerce	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  Essen?al	
  Ques?ons	
  
	
  
How	
  did	
  trading	
  develop	
  in	
  

West	
  Africa?	
  



Ci?es	
  and	
  States	
  Develop	
  



Rise	
  of	
  Kings	
  



Exit	
  Ticket	
  

•  Summarize	
  why	
  African	
  family	
  was	
  important.	
  

•  Compare	
  how	
  labor	
  specializaAon	
  is	
  similar	
  to	
  
families	
  in	
  US.	
  


