
I	  can	  create	  a	  graphic	  organizer	  or	  concept	  
map	  explaining	  how	  and	  where	  each	  empire	  
arose	  (how	  the	  Aztec	  and	  Incan	  empires	  

were	  eventually	  defeated	  by	  the	  Spanish	  in	  
the	  16th	  century).	  	  



Bell	  Work	  
•  If	  YOU	  were	  there	  …	  
You	  live	  in	  a	  village	  in	  southeast	  
Mexico	  that	  is	  ruled	  by	  the	  
powerful	  Aztec	  Empire.	  Each	  year	  
your	  village	  must	  send	  the	  
emperor	  many	  baskets	  of	  corn.	  
You	  have	  to	  dig	  gold	  for	  him	  too.	  
One	  day	  some	  pale,	  bearded	  
strangers	  arrive	  by	  sea.	  They	  
want	  to	  overthrow	  the	  emperor,	  
and	  they	  ask	  for	  your	  help.	  
Should	  you	  HELP	  the	  strangers?	  
Write	  a	  paragraph	  explana>on	  
describing	  why	  you	  should	  or	  
shouldn’t	  help!	  	  You	  must	  cite	  
text	  evidence	  from	  the	  book.	  	  



Video	  Response	  

•  hKps://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/
worldhistory/azteccivilizaNon/	  

•  Write	  down	  one	  thing	  that	  you	  learned	  about	  
the	  Aztec	  that	  relates	  to	  the	  standard.	  



Rise	   Height	   Fall	  

Draw	  the	  graphic	  organizer	  in	  you	  journal.	  
As	  you	  read	  and	  take	  notes,	  record	  the	  rise,	  height,	  and	  
fall	  of	  the	  Aztec	  Empire	  onto	  the	  graphic	  organizer.	  



•  The	  Aztecs	  built	  a	  rich	  and	  
powerful	  empire	  in	  central	  
Mexico.	  

•  The	  first	  Aztecs	  were	  farmers,	  
but	  when	  they	  arrived	  in	  Central	  
America,	  all	  the	  good	  farmland	  
was	  taken.	  

•  They	  seKled	  on	  a	  swampy	  island	  
in	  the	  middle	  of	  Lake	  Texcoco,	  
built	  a	  capital,	  and	  started	  to	  
conquer	  nearby	  towns.	  



•  War	  was	  the	  key	  factor	  in	  the	  Aztecs’	  rise	  to	  
power.	  

•  The	  Aztecs	  built	  alliances,	  or	  partnerships,	  to	  
build	  their	  empire.	  	  

•  The	  Aztecs	  made	  the	  people	  they	  conquered	  
pay	  tribute,	  or	  give	  them	  coKon,	  gold,	  or	  food.	  

•  The	  Aztecs	  controlled	  a	  huge	  trade	  network.	  
Markets	  drew	  buyers	  and	  sellers	  from	  all	  over	  
the	  Aztec	  Empire.	  

•  By	  the	  early	  1500s	  the	  Aztecs	  had	  the	  most	  
powerful	  state	  in	  Mesoamerica.	  	  



How	  did	  the	  
Aztecs	  build	  a	  
city	  in	  the	  
center	  of	  a	  

lake?	  
“These	  great	  towns	  and	  

pyramids	  and	  buildings	  rising	  
from	  the	  water,	  all	  made	  of	  

stone,	  seemed	  like	  an	  enchanted	  
vision	  .	  .	  .	  It	  was	  all	  so	  wonderful	  

that	  I	  do	  not	  know	  how	  to	  
describe	  this	  first	  glimpse	  of	  
things	  never	  heard	  of,	  seen,	  or	  

dreamed	  of	  before.”	  
–Bernal	  Díaz	  del	  CasNllo,	  from	  
The	  Conquest	  of	  New	  Spain	  

	  
	  



•  TenochNtlán	  was	  the	  capital	  of	  the	  
Aztec	  Empire.	  It	  was	  built	  on	  an	  
island	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  a	  lake.	  

•  The	  Aztecs	  built	  causeways,	  or	  
raised	  roads	  across	  water	  or	  wet	  
ground,	  so	  people	  could	  access	  the	  
city.	  
–  The	  water	  was	  undrinkable.	  As	  a	  
result,	  the	  Aztecs	  built	  a	  stone	  
aqueduct,	  or	  channel,	  to	  bring	  fresh	  
water	  to	  the	  city.	  

•  The	  Aztecs	  built	  stone	  canals	  to	  
bring	  water	  to	  the	  city	  and	  floaNng	  
gardens	  to	  raise	  food	  and	  flowers.	  
–  made	  the	  gardens	  by	  pu`ng	  soil	  on	  
raas	  anchored	  to	  trees	  in	  the	  water.	  	  



•  Let’s	  Recap	  
–  Examine	  the	  
map	  on	  page	  
475.	  

•  What	  is	  the	  name	  
of	  the	  lake	  found	  
in	  the	  Aztec	  
Empire?	  

•  What	  geological	  
challenges	  did	  
the	  first	  Aztec	  
face?	  	  	  

•  How	  did	  they	  	  
overcome	  these	  
this	  challenge?	  



Today,	  TenochNtlan	  is	  Mexico	  City.	  



Quiz	  Time	  

•  Using	  the	  materials	  given,	  choose	  the	  correct	  
answer	  for	  the	  Brainpop	  quesNons	  given.	  

•  hKps://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/
worldhistory/azteccivilizaNon/quiz/	  



Main	  Idea	  2:	  
	  

•  Life	  in	  the	  empire	  was	  shaped	  by	  social	  structure,	  religion,	  
and	  warfare.	  

•  The	  Aztecs	  had	  a	  complex	  social	  structure,	  a	  demanding	  
religion,	  and	  a	  rich	  culture.	  

•  The	  Aztecs	  worshipped	  many	  gods	  and	  regularly	  made	  human	  
sacrifices	  to	  please	  the	  gods.	  

– Sacrifices	  were	  oaen	  baKle	  capNves.	  Aztec	  warriors	  waged	  
frequent	  baKles	  with	  neighboring	  people	  to	  supply	  enough	  
vicNms.	  

•  Aztecs	  valued	  art	  and	  architecture.	  
•  They	  studied	  astronomy	  and	  devised	  a	  calendar	  like	  the	  Maya	  

did.	  





Aztec	  Empire	  
•  The	  king	  was	  the	  most	  powerful	  person	  in	  

Aztec	  society.	  	  	  

•  The	  king	  was	  in	  charge	  of	  law,	  trade	  and	  
tribute,	  and	  warfare.	  	  

•  The	  king	  had	  nobles	  to	  help	  him	  manage	  
the	  kingdom.	  	  

•  The	  nobles	  were	  tax	  collectors	  and	  judges	  
and	  performed	  other	  jobs	  as	  well.	  They	  
passed	  their	  Ntles	  down	  from	  father	  to	  
son.	  	  


